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Tight Ratchet is a work exploring different combinations of the inherently rhythmic ratchet 
wrench. 
 
Oliver Hickman is a recent graduate of the Master of Music in Theory and Composition at NYU 
Steinhardt and is currently based in Brooklyn, NY. His works have been performed throughout 
the United States and Europe by ensembles such as Dal Niente, the JACK Quartet, Chicago 
Composers Orchestra, Mocrep, the RighteousGIRLS, and the NYU Contemporary Music 
Ensemble. When he’s not composing, Oliver works in web development and plays guitar in a 
Pauline Oliveros-inspired imporv ensemble, Consensus. 
 
Andrew Koss (b. 1994) is a New York City based composer and saxophonist. His work reflects 
a passion for exploring unique timbre and harmony in an engaging and approachable context. 
As a saxophonist, Andrew is an active performer and advocate of new music. He has studied 
under Keith Young and Paul Cohen. Andrew holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Theory and 



Composition from Indiana University of Pennsylvania where he studied Composition under 
David Martynuik and John Levey. Andrew also holds a Master’s Degree in Theory and 
Composition from New York University where he studied under Robert Honstein and Julia 
Wolfe. 
 
Amavasaya means “The Dark Moon.” It refers to the time when the Moon is within the twelve 
degrees of angular distance to the Sun as seen from Earth before syzygy (conjunction). It is 
traditionally considered an auspicious time—a time of great power—when offerings are made in 
remembrance of ancestors who have passed on. Amavasaya is the occasion for some of the 
most famous Hindu festivals such as Diwali, the Festival of Lights, held in mid-autumn. This 
work is an offering to my ancestral and musical predecessors.  
 
Dr. Linda Antas is a composer and flutist whose compositions have been performed around 
the world. She has been recognized by the Musica Nova International Competition of 
Electroacoustic Music, the Fulbright Foundation, the Bourges Electroacoustic Composition 
Competition, the Fifth International Congress on Synesthesia, and the International Computer 
Music Association.  
Her current research interests are sonification, visual music, real-time signal processing, and 
physical computing. She is an Associate Professor at Montana State University, where she 
teaches music technology, interdisciplinary multimedia courses, and composition. Her life and 
music are heavily influenced by Buddhist philosophy and the natural world. 
 
Thomas Dempster is a composer of chamber, electroacoustic, and multimedia works. His 
music has been performed widely throughout the world, including the Toronto International 
Electroacoustic Symposium, the San Francisco New Music Festival, the New York City 
Electronic Music Festival, International Computer Music Conference, the International Double 
Reed Society, PERUsax, the Navy Band Symposium, Saxofoneando-Bolivia, and numerous 
other venues. Dempster is a recipient of awards, honors, and grants from BMI, ASCAP, and the 
South Carolina Arts Commission, and he has held residencies at the Osage Arts Community 
and the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center, and is a Cortona Fellow. Several of his works are 
commercially available from Potenza Music Publishing, MusicSpoke, Quiet Design Records, 
and Navona Records. He holds degrees from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
(BM) and the University of Texas at Austin (MM, DMA). He is director of bands and coordinator 
for music studies at the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts. 
www.thomasdempster.com 
 
enSNARE The goal of this piece was to capture the acoustic resonance of a snare drum within 
a fixed media track and then to engulf the sounds of a live snare drum within this acoustic 
resonance. I wanted the timbral changes of the piece to guide the listener through a journey, 
mainly structured by the type of mallet/stick and the use of the snares. All sounds heard in this 
piece are from a snare drum, occasionally supplemented with a single crotale for some extra 
flavor. 
 



Kevin Michael Kay (b. 1995) is inspired by the ways in which our universe manifests sound, 
and through his art, he explores how sound behaves in our world both physically and naturally. 
His works focus on an evolution of timbre and texture in time, in which harmonic languages are 
established and immerse listeners in contained soundworlds. These harmonic languages utilize 
the physics of sound by exploring just intonation. In the Fall of 2019, Kevin will begin his PhD 
studies at Stony Brook University. He currently holds an MA from the University of Chicago 
where he studied with Sam Pluta. 
 
Tony Steve (b.1959) teaches percussion and composition. He has performed with the 
Jacksonville Symphony (member 13 years), Israeli Festival Orchestra, Glimmerglass Opera 
Orchestra, Hartford Symphony, North Eastern Pennsylvania Symphony, Greenwich Symphony, 
and Bridgeport Symphony as a percussionist. He has toured with “A Chorus Line” in Europe, 
appeared in Korea as marimba soloist with the Brooklyn Percussion Ensemble, and performed 
as percussionist at Madison Square Garden for “ A Christmas Carol”. In addition, he has worked 
with Henry Mancini, Lou Rawls, Sheri Lewis and The Xaiver Cugat Orchestra. As a recording 
artist he has appeared on numerous recordings. The latest is performing the music of Robert 
Moore with Karen Adair on her solo release. The work “Sonnets from Assisi” is for marimba and 
soprano soloist in three movements. Other recording include, Release with Free Range, and 
Midnight Clear with Bob Moore. His works are published by Keyboard Publications. He is a Mike 
Balter Mallet artist. Professor Steve has also won numerous ASCAP writers awards and his 
music is performed in America as well as Europe and Asia. 
 
AridFlow was inspired by the spring thaw in the Gallatin Range south of Bozeman, MT. The 
work was commissioned by the Zaccho Dance Theater (San Francisco) and Artistic Director, 
Joanna Haigood.  The composition was premiered as part of a Spring Thirst, presented by 
Mountain Time Arts.  
 
Jason Bolte is a composer and educator. He currently resides in Bozeman, Montana with his 
wife Barbara, their two beautiful daughters Lila and Megan, and friendly dog Allie. Jason 
teaches music technology and composition at Montana State University where he also directs 
the Montana State Transmedia and Electroacoustic Realization (MonSTER) Studios and B.A. in 
Music Technology. Jason’s music explores the North American Mountain West, modular 
synthesis and live performance, intersections of music, art, and science, and other areas he 
finds compelling. 
 
Disconnected Sound Pictures is a composition for Bassoon, Piano and Reflective Light 
Control.  During the composition the bassoon player is tasked with not only playing the bassoon 
but also the piano and switching back and forth.  The computer sounds and interactions are 
taken from a custom made controller that measures 18 wavelengths of reflected light and 
sonifies the data.  For this composition, multiple oscillators, noise makers, granulators and 
distortion are all controlled through the controller.  The performer of the controller during the 
composition has to build sculptures from found objects.  For the initial recording a brown glass 
bottle, Thai Baht, a soda can, flowered blanket and my hand were the sources of the sound.  
Musically all of the notes the bassoon and piano play are generated by a Neural Network 



analyzing various material through the sensor and giving predictions of new spectra.  The new 
spectra measurements are then sonified into music notation.   
 
Maxwell Tfirn is composer and performer based in Newport News, Virginia, where he holds the 
position Director of Composition and Creative Studies at Christopher Newport University.  He 
holds a Ph.D. and M.A. from the University of Virginia, an MA in Music Composition from 
Wesleyan University, and a BM in Music Education as well as a performance certificate in 
percussion from the University of Florida.  He also performs live improvised noise music using 
digital and analog electronics.  Outside of his music, Maxwell creates digital glitch photography 
that uses audio concepts and synthesis as a means of image manipulation in Supercollider.  
Maxwell has had works performed at ICMC, SEAMUS, Electro Acoustic Barn Dance, Society of 
Composers, FEAST Festival, Technosonics, N_SEME, and Subtropics Music festival and was a 
featured composer for Share and more. His music has also been performed by Jack Quartet, 
Loadbang,  MehanPerkins, Dither, Ekmeles, The New Thread Quartet, percussionists I-Jen 
Fang, pianist Seung-Hye Kim and Kenneth Broadway. He has studied with Judith Shatin, 
Anthony Braxton, Ted Coffey, Matthew Burtner, Paula Matthusen, James Sain and Ronald 
Kuivila. 
 
 


